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Minutes for First Tuesday Planning Committee Meeting April 3, 2007.

The meeting opened at 7pm with 20- 25 citizens present. Larry Oliverson presented the material he had 
put together so far on the Issues and Opportunities Element of the Concord Comprehensive Plan. Larry 
indicated that the purpose of this element is to identify issues, opportunities and goals specific to the 
Town of Concord and to provide a basis for the issues and goals presented in the other elements of the 
plan. He stressed the necessity of community involvement to ensure that the Plan reflects the goals of 
the community. He also reviewed community involvement to date and indicated that previous surveys 
and visioning seminars served as the basis for the issues and goals which he included in his rough draft 
of the Issues and Opportunities Element.

Larry then went over the list of issues and opportunities he had developed as well as a list of goals. The 
current draft of this element, which includes these lists, will be posted on the Town of Concord website. 
He did indicate that some of the issues are unresolved and will require further discussion by the citizens 
to define the community opinion.

There was a brief discussion about the extraterritorial rights which Oconomowoc and Sullivan have 
over certain areas of the Town. Vanessa Kuehner stated that these municipalities have the right to 
review (and refuse) land splits in these areas but that they cannot require the Town to develop land in a 
certain way. Bill Ingersoll suggested looking into selling land splits to a developer who could then 
cluster the development in a given area. Larry spoke briefly about Conservation Easements, in which a 
property owner transfers his development rights to a Land Trust(s) in exchange for a reduction in 
federal income tax. In this program, 50-100% of the value of the development rights may be deducted 
from federal income over a 15 year period. This would be a way to decrease development in the town 
without any monetary outlay from the Town. The development rights would then be held by the trust(s) 
in perpetuity with the purpose of not having development occur on that land.

Vanessa Kuehner then gave a presentation on demographics in the Town. This will be posted on the 
Town of Concord website.

This presentation was followed by general discussion. Pat Emery suggested the addition of an issue 
stating: The town should maintain a rural character and quality of life by preventing annexation of town 
land by neighboring communities. Bill Ingersoll brought up the possibility of Concord trying to 
become designated as a “charter town” as a means of preventing further annexation of town land to 
neighboring communities. At this time, however, the population requirement for becoming a charter 
town is 2500.

There was a question as to what it means for land to be in an “environmental corridor,” as there are 
quite a few acres with this designation in the town. Vanessa stated that in our area these are defined by 
the Jefferson County Land Preservation Plan. They include: public parks, DNR wetlands, 100yr. 
floodplains, and contiguous woodlands greater than 10 acres. Of these, no development is allowed in 



the wetlands or floodplains and development of less than 1 dwelling per 5 acres may be allowed in 
woodlands.

A resident questioned one of the goals in the plan which stated that the Town would only approve 
businesses that are consistent with a rural character and satisfy a local need. Larry said that the intent in 
his statement of this goal was to indicate that the community, based on surveys and visioning, strongly 
desires to preserve rural character, and in keeping with this, does not want business development that 
duplicates services which are easily accessible in neighboring communities.
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